Four Year Undergraduate Programme 
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 6th Semester (Minor-I & Minor-II: Ist Paper)
Course Name: POL0600504: Human Rights: Traditions and Debates (Compulsory) 
Existing Base Syllabus: 
Course Level: 600 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Prof. Akhil Ranjan Dutta, Gauhati University, akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in
Ms. Bondita Borbora, Dudhnoi College, Dudhnoi, bonditaborbora@gmail.com
Course Objectives:
 To understand human rights, its origin and debates. It is important for students to know how 
debates on human rights have taken distinct forms historically and in the contemporary world. 
 To impart knowledge on the significant development of human rights starting from European 
tradition to Cairo Declaration. 
 To deal with several issues which violate Human Rights through a comparative study. The 
course seeks to anchor all issues in the Indian context, and pulls out another country to form a 
broader comparative frame.
 To explore challenges on Human Rights and future possibility. 
Course Outcomes: 
CO1. Describe Human Rights, its origin and debates. Identify how the debates on human rightshave 
taken distinct forms historically and in the contemporary world.
CO2. Discuss the institutional framework that categorises Human Rights
CO3. Sketch knowledge on the significant development of human rights starting from European 
tradition to Cairo Declaration.
CO4. Critically analyse the structural violence and various other socio-economic and political issues 
within the web of human rights
CO5. Assess the challenges on Human Rights and future possibility. 
Unit-I: Human Rights: Theories and Institutionalization
a. Growth and Evolution of Human Rights
b. Three Generations of Human Rights
c. Are Human Rights Universal? Issue of Cultural Relativism.
d. Institutionalization: UDHR, ICCPR, ICESCR, Human Rights Council
Unit-II: Traditions of Human Rights
a. European Tradition: European Convention on Human Rights, 1953
b. American Tradition: American Convention of Human Rights, 1969
c. African Tradition: African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, 1986
d. Islamic Tradition: Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam, 1990
Unit-III: Structural Violence and Human Rights
a. Caste Question: India
b. Gender and Domestic Violence: India
c. Migration and Refugees: South Asia
d. Race: South Africa
Unit-IV: Contemporary Debates, Issues and Possibilities
a. Challenges: Market economy & Ecological Crisis 
b. State Authoritarianism
c. Issues: Human Development and Human Security
d. Possibilities: MDGs, SDGs
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Four Year Undergraduate Programme 
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 6th Semester (Minor-I & Minor-II: 2nd Paper)
Course Name: POL0600604: Rural Local Governance: Theory & Practice (Optional) 
Existing Base Syllabus: 
Course Level: 600 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Prof. Jayanta Krishna Sarmah, Gauhati University, jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.in
Dr. Diganta Kalita, B. P. Chaliha College, Nagarbera, dkalita72@gmail.com
Dr. Jintu Gohain, R. G. Baruah College, Guwahati, gohain89@gmail.com
Course Objectives:
 The course seeks to provide an introduction to the Rural Local Governance and its 
significance in contemporary times. 
 This course encompasses local governance in its historical context. This course acquaints 
students with the Rural Local Institutions and their actual working. 
 The course seeks to explain the various aspects of decentralization and democratic 
decentralization. It further encourages a study of rural local institutions in their mutual 
interaction and their interaction with the people. 
 The course attempts to provide the students a comprehensive understanding on rural local 
finance. 
Course Outcomes:
CO1. Locate the importance of grass root political institutions in empowering people. 
CO2. Comprehend the importance and significance of rural local governance. 
CO3. Outline the constitutional structure of the rural local bodies. 
CO4. Explain the various aspects of decentralization and democratic decentralization and its 
relationship with democracy and participation. 
CO5. Assess the study of rural local institutions and its mutual interaction with the people. 
Unit-I: Rural Local Governance: Concept and Evolution
a. Understanding Rural Local Governance
b. Rural Local Governance: Views of M.K. Gandhi, B.R. Ambedkar, R.M. Lohia, Vinoba 
Bhave, J. P. Narayan
c. Evolution and Important Committees: Balwant Rai Mehta Committee (1957), Ashok Mehta 
Committee (1978), L. M. Singvi Committee (1986)- 64th Constitutional Amendment Bill 
(1989)- 65th Constitutional Amendment Bill (1989)
Unit-II: Constitutional Perspectives of Rural Local Governance
a. 73rd Amendment Act: Major Features; 11th Schedule of the Constitution of India
b. Rural Local Governance in Tribal Areas: 6th Schedule of the Constitution of India
c. PESA (1996): Key Provisions
Unit-III: Perspectives of Decentralization in Rural Local Governance
a. Democratic Decentralization: Key issues
b. Delegation and Devolution
c. Localization of Sustainable Development Goals: Challenges
Unit-IV: Rural Local Finance: Concept and Practice
a. Devolution of Funds to Panchayati Raj Institutions
b. Social Audit and Audit Online
c. e-Gram Swaraj
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