Four Year Undergraduate Programme 
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 4th Semester 
Course Name: POL040204: Political Theory: Concepts and Debates (Compulsory) 
Existing Base Syllabus: 
Course Level: 400 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Prof. Akhil Ranjan Dutta, Gauhati University, akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in
Ms. Bondita Borbora, Dudhnoi College, Dudhnoi, bonditaborbora@gmail.com
Course Objectives: 
 Help the students familiarize with the basic normative concepts of political theory. Each 
concept is related to a crucial political issue that requires analysis with the aid of our 
conceptual understanding. 
 Encourage critical and reflective analysis and interpretation of social practices through the 
relevant conceptual toolkit. 
 Introduce the students to the important debates in the subject. These debates prompt us to 
consider that there is no settled way of understanding concepts and that in the light of new 
insights and challenges, besides newer ways of perceiving and interpreting the world 
around us, we inaugurate new modes of political debates. 
Course Outcomes:
CO1. Illustrate the dimensions of shared living through political values and concepts.
CO2. Examine the concepts of justice, rights and freedom
CO3. Explain the utility of these concepts in enriching political life
CO4. Reflect upon some of the major debates in political theory. 
CO5. Construct critical thinking on the socio-economic and political issues based on the 
contemporary political discourses in India. 
Unit-I: Freedom and Equality
a. Freedom: Lockean notion of NegativeFreedom & Amartya Sen‘s notion of Development 
as Freedom
b. Equality: Procedural Equality and Substantive Equality
c. Egalitarianism: Background inequalities and differential treatment
Unit-II: Justice
a. Distributive Justice: John Rawls
b. Libertarian theories of Justice: F. A. Hayek
c. Global Justice
Unit-III: Rights and Obligation
a. The Universality of Rights and Differentiated Rights
b. Rights, Obligation and Civil Disobedience
c. Theories of Political Obligation: Conservatism, Consent Theory, Anarchism
Unit-IV: Major Debates
a. Whatever happens to nation- state? Sovereignty under Globalization.
b. How do we accommodate diversity in plural society? Diversity and Multiculturalism.
c. How do we deal with the climate changes? Ecological Rights as human rights.
Reading List:
Unit-I:
Acharya, A. (2008). Affirmative Action. In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political Theory: An 
Introduction. New Delhi: Pearson Longman, pp. 298-307.
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York: Oxford University Press, pp. 149-165.
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Riley, J. (2008). Liberty. In C. McKinnon (Ed.), Issues in Political Theory. New York: Oxford 
University Press, pp. 103-119.
Swift, A. (2001). Political Philosophy: A Beginners Guide for Students and Politicians. 
Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 51-88, 91-132.
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Unit-II
Bedau, H. A. (2003). Capital Punishment. In H. LaFollette (Ed.), The Oxford Handbook of 
Practical Ethics. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 705-733.
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Oxford University Press, pp. 172-187.
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Unit-III
Seglow, J. (2003). Multiculturalism. In R. Bellamy & A. Mason (Eds.), Political Concepts
Manchester: Manchester University Press, pp. 156-168.
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Unit-IV
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Theory. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 9-26.
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Difference and Social Justice. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.
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Four Year Undergraduate Programme 
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 4th Semester 
Course Name: POL040304: Political Processes in India (Compulsory) 
Existing Base Syllabus: 
Course Level: 400 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Dr. Vikas Tripathi, Gauhati University, vikastripathi@gauhati.ac.in
Prof. Dhruba Pratim Sharma, Gauhati University, dhruba75@gauhati.ac.in
Dr. Dadul Dewri, Pub-Kamrup College, Baihata, daduldewri79@gmail.com
Course Objectives:
 An understanding of the political process thus calls for a different mode of analysis that is 
offered by political sociology. 
 This course maps the working of ‗modern‘ institutions, premised on the existence of an 
individual society, in a context marked by communitarian solidarities and their mutual 
transformation thereby. 
 It also familiarizes students with the working of the Indian State, paying attention to the 
contradictory dynamics of modern state power. 
Course Outcomes:
CO1. Describe significant political processes that has shaped Indian Politics in the last seven 
decades. 
CO2. Analyse various process including electoral processes and trends and party system in India.
CO3. Explain the dynamics of Indian politics including regionalism, caste and religion as well as the 
changing nature of the Indian State. 
CO4. Devise engagement towards larger intellectual and research tradition on the issues of Indian 
politics.
CO5. Integrate the knowledge for the competitive examinations including NET/JRF, SLET as well 
as research in the field of Indian Politics. 
Unit-I: Electoral Process in India
a. Election Process: First Past the Post System, Proportional Representation System
b. Representation of the People Act,1951
c. Election Commission of India and Electoral Reforms
Unit-II: Party System
a. National and State Party
b. Trends in the Party System
c. Voting Behaviour, Determinants of Voting Behaviour
Unit-III: Dynamics of Indian Politics
a. Regionalism and Secessionism 
b. Caste and Politics
c. Religion and Politics, Debates on Secularism 
Unit-IV: Changing Nature of Indian State
a. Developmental, Welfare and Coercive Dimensions
b. Affirmative Action Policies
c. Development and Displacement Debate
Reading List:
Unit-I:
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Coalition Politics and Democratic Consolidation in Asia. New Delhi: Oxford University Press.
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Chibber, P., & Verma, R. (2019). The Rise of the Second Dominant Party System in India: BJP's 
New Social Coalition in 2019. Studies in Indian Politics, 7(2), pp. 131-148.
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Acharya, A. (2008). "Affirmative Action." In R. Bhargava & A. Acharya (Eds.), Political Theory: An 
Introduction. Delhi: Pearson.
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Four Year Undergraduate Programme 
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 4th Semester 
Course Name: POL040404: Public Policy and Administration in India (Compulsory) 
Existing Base Syllabus: 
Course Level: 400 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Prof. Alaka Sarmah, Gauhati University, alakasarmah63@gauhati.ac.in
Prof. Jayanta Krishna Sarmah, Gauhati University, jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.in
Dr. Diganta Kalita, B. P. Chaliha College, Nagarbera, dkalita72@gmail.com
Course Objectives: 
 The course seeks to provide an introduction to the discipline of public policy and its 
significance in contemporary times. 
 The course seeks to explain the various aspects of public financial administration. 
 The course seeks to provide an introduction to the interface between public policy and 
administration in India 
 The course attempts to provide the students a comprehensive understanding on social welfare 
administration. 
Course Outcomes: 
CO1. Discuss the basic concept of public policy, policy analysis, public policy process and 
governance.
CO2. Extend the knowledge of different stages of public policy in terms of theoretical formulation.
CO3. Illustrate the principles of financial management 
CO4. Develop basic idea on the best practices in public administration such as RTI, e-Governance 
etc 
CO5. Analyse various welfare policies and the role of governance in it.
Unit -I: Public Policy
a. Concept, Relevance and Approaches
b. Formulation, Implementation and Evaluation
c. Public Policy Process in India
Unit-II: Financial Administration
a. Concept and Significance of Budget
b. Various Approaches and Types of Budgeting
c. Budget cycle in India
Unit -III: Citizen and Administration Interface
a. Public Service Delivery
b. Redressal of Public Grievances: Lokpal
c. Citizens‘ Charter
Unit-IV: Social Welfare Administration
a. Concept and Approaches of Social Welfare
b. Social Welfare Policies
 Education: Right to Education
 Health: National Health Mission
 Food: Right to Food Security
 Employment: MNREGA
Reading List:
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Chakrabarty, B., & Chand, P. (2016). Public Policy: Concepts, Theory and Practice. New Delhi: 
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Globalization. Sage Publishers.
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Putnam, R. (1993). Making Democracy Work. Princeton University Press.
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Four Year Undergraduate Programme 
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 4th Semester 
Course Name: POL4400404MJ: Western Political Philosophy (Compulsory) 
Existing Base Syllabus: 
Course Level: 500 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Dr. Barasa Deka, Gauhati University, barasa@gauhati.ac.in
Dr. Barnali Deka, Mangaldai College, dekabarnali067@gmail.com
Course Objectives:
 This course attempts to introduce the close interconnectedness of philosophy and politics. 
 It is attempted at taking the students through the history of western political thought in various 
periods of its development.
 This course also attempts to explore the political questions of different periods and their 
relevance in analysing the contemporary political developments. 
Course Outcomes: 
CO1. Outline the interconnectedness between philosophy and politics and interpret ideas underlying 
the traditions in political philosophy 
CO2. Analyse the debates and arguments of leading political philosophers belonging to different 
traditions. 
CO3. Develop knowledge on the social contract theories from Hobbes to Rousseau
CO4. Construct an understanding on the Liberal and Marxists school of thought 
CO5. Appraise the relevance of political philosophy in understanding contemporary politics.
Unit-I: Antiquity
a. Plato: Theory of Forms, Justice, Philosopher Ruler
b. Aristotle: Citizenship, Justice, Classification of governments
Unit-II: Interlude
a. Renaissance
b. Machiavelli: Virtue, Morality and Statecraft, Republicanism
Unit-III: Social Contract Tradition
a. Hobbes: State of Nature, Social Contract, State
b. Locke: Laws of Nature, Natural Rights, Social Contract, Property
c. Rousseau: State of nature, Social Contract, General Will
Unit-IV: Liberal and Marxist Thought
a. J.S. Mill: Utilitarianism and Liberty 
b. Marry Wollstonecraft: Women and Rights
c. Karl Marx: Historical Materialism, Class Struggle
Reading List:
Unit-I:
Reeve, C. (2009). "Plato." In D. Boucher and P. Kelly (Eds.), Political Thinkers: From Socrates to 
the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 62-80.
Taylor, C. (1995). "Politics." In J. Barnes (Ed.), The Cambridge Companion to Aristotle. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, pp. 232-258.
Coleman, J. (2000). "Aristotle." In J. Coleman, A History of Political Thought: From Ancient Greece 
to Early Christianity. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, pp. 120-186.
Kraut, R. (1996). "Introduction to the study of Plato." In R. Kraut (Ed.), The Cambridge Companion 
to Plato. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 1-50.
Okin, S. (1992). "Philosopher Queens and Private Wives." In S. Okin, Women in Western Political 
Thought. Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. 28-50.
Burns, T. (2009). "Aristotle." In D. Boucher and P. Kelly (Eds.), Political Thinkers: From Socrates to 
the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 81-99.
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Skoble, A., & Machan, T. (2007). Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: Pearson 
Education, pp. 9-32.
Skoble, A., & Machan, T. (2007). Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: Pearson 
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Constant, B. (1833). "The Liberty of the Ancients Compared with that of the Moderns." In D. Boaz 
(Ed.), The Libertarian Reader. New York: The Free Press.
Baumgold, D. (2009). "Hobbes." In D. Boucher and P. Kelly (Eds.), Political Thinkers: From 
Socrates to the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 189-206.
Coleman, J. (2000). "Introduction." In A History of Political Thought: From Ancient Greece to Early 
Christianity. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, pp. 1-20.
Skinner, Q. (2000). "The Theorist of Liberty." In Machiavelli: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, pp. 54-87.
Skinner, Q. (2010). "Preface." In The Foundations of Modern Political Thought Volume I. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. ix-xv.
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Bloom, A. (1987). "Jean-Jacques Rousseau." In Strauss, L. and Cropsey, J. (Eds.), History of Political 
Philosophy (2nd edition). Chicago: Chicago University Press, pp. 559-580.
Ryan, A. (1996). "Hobbes's political philosophy." In T. Sorell (Ed.), Cambridge Companion to 
Hobbes. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 208-245.
Skoble, A., & Machan, T. (2007). Political Philosophy: Essential Selections. New Delhi: Pearson 
Education, pp. 181-209.
Nelson, B. (2008). Western Political Thought. New York: Pearson Longman, pp. 221-255.
Macpherson, C. (1962). The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism: Hobbes to Locke. Oxford 
University Press, Ontario, pp. 17-29.
Macpherson, C. (1962). The Political Theory of Possessive Individualism: Hobbes to Locke. Oxford 
University Press, Ontario, pp. 194-214.
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Hobbes to Marx. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, pp. 69-116.
Hampsher-Monk, I. (2001). "Thomas Hobbes." In A History of Modern Political Thought: Major 
Political Thinkers from Hobbes to Marx. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, pp. 1-67.
Waldron, J. (2009). "John Locke." In D. Boucher and P. Kelly (Eds.), Political Thinkers: From 
Socrates to the Present. Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 207-224.
Keens-Soper, M. (2003). "Jean Jacques Rousseau: The Social Contract." In M. Forsyth and M. 
Keens-Soper (Eds.), A Guide to the Political Classics: Plato to Rousseau. New York: Oxford 
University Press, pp. 171-202.
Ashcraft, R. (1999). "Locke's Political Philosophy." In V. Chappell (Ed.), The Cambridge Companion 
to Locke. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, pp. 226-251.
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Ollman, B. (1991). Marxism: An Uncommon Introduction. New Delhi: Sterling Publishers.
Blakely, G., & Bryson, V. (2005). Marx and Other Four-Letter Words. London: Pluto.
Jones, C. (2002). "Mary Wollstonecraft‘s Vindications and their Political Tradition." In C. Johnson 
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