Four Year Undergraduate Programme 
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 6th Semester 
Course Name: POL060104: Human Rights: Traditions and Debates (Compulsory) 
Existing Base Syllabus: 
Course Level: 600 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Prof. Akhil Ranjan Dutta, Gauhati University, akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in
Ms. Bondita Borbora, Dudhnoi College, Dudhnoi, bonditaborbora@gmail.com
Course Objectives:
 To understand human rights, its origin and debates. It is important for students to know how 
debates on human rights have taken distinct forms historically and in the contemporary world. 
 To impart knowledge on the significant development of human rights starting from European 
tradition to Cairo Declaration. 
 To deal with several issues which violate Human Rights through a comparative study. The 
course seeks to anchor all issues in the Indian context, and pulls out another country to form a 
broader comparative frame.
 To explore challenges on Human Rights and future possibility. 
Course Outcomes: 
CO1. Describe Human Rights, its origin and debates. Identify how the debates on human rightshave 
taken distinct forms historically and in the contemporary world.
CO2. Discuss the institutional framework that categorises Human Rights
CO3. Sketch knowledge on the significant development of human rights starting from European 
tradition to Cairo Declaration.
CO4. Critically analyse the structural violence and various other socio-economic and political issues 
within the web of human rights
CO5. Assess the challenges on Human Rights and future possibility. 
Unit-I: Human Rights: Theories and Institutionalization
a. Growth and Evolution of Human Rights
b. Three Generations of Human Rights
c. Are Human Rights Universal? Issue of Cultural Relativism.
d. Institutionalization: UDHR, ICCPR, ICESCR, Human Rights Council
Unit-II: Traditions of Human Rights
a. European Tradition: European Convention on Human Rights, 1953
b. American Tradition: American Convention of Human Rights, 1969
c. African Tradition: African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights, 1986
d. Islamic Tradition: Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam, 1990
Unit-III: Structural Violence and Human Rights
a. Caste Question: India
b. Gender and Domestic Violence: India
c. Migration and Refugees: South Asia
d. Race: South Africa
Unit-IV: Contemporary Debates, Issues and Possibilities
a. Challenges: Market economy & Ecological Crisis 
b. State Authoritarianism
c. Issues: Human Development and Human Security
d. Possibilities: MDGs, SDGs
Reading List:
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Renteln, A.D. (1988). "The Concept of Human Rights," Anthropos, Bd. 83, H. 4./6., pp. 343-364.
O‘Byrne, D. (2007) "Theorizing Human Rights," in Human Rights: An Introduction, Delhi: Pearson, 
pp. 26-70.
Hoffman, J., & Graham, P. (2006). "Human Rights," Introduction to Political Theory, Delhi: Pearson, 
pp. 436-458.
Morsink, J. (1999).The Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Origins, Drafting and Intent, 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, pp. ix-xiv.
Donnelly, J. "Cultural Relativism and Universal Human Rights," Human Rights Quarterly.
Donnelly, J. "Human Rights as Natural Rights," Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 4, No. 3.
Ishay, M. (2004).The History of Human Rights: From Ancient Times to the Globalization Era, Delhi: 
Orient Blackswan.
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Delhi: Oxford University Press.
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Unit-II
A guide to the African human rights system: Celebrating 30 years since the entry into force of the 
African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights 1986 – 2017 (2017), Edited by Centre for Human 
Rights, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria; South Africa: Pretoria University Press.
Grabenwarter, C., et al. (2014).European Convention on Human Rights: Commentary, Germany 
Beck/Hart Publishing.
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New York: Oxford University Press.
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Unit-III
Pinto, A. (2001). "UN Conference against Racism: Is Caste Race?" in Economic and Political 
Weekly, Vol. 36(30).
Ahmad, M. (2002). "Homeland Insecurities: Racial Violence the Day after September 11," Social 
Text, 72, Vol. 20(3), pp. 101-116.
O‘Byrne, D. (2007). "Apartheid," in Human Rights: An Introduction, Delhi: Pearson, pp. 241-262.
Wasserstorm, R. (2006). "Racism, Sexism, and Preferential Treatment: An approach to the Topics," 
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Unit-IV
Acharya, A. (2008). "Human Security" in John Baylis, Steve Smith and Patricia Owens (eds), The 
Globalisation of World Politics, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 490-505.
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Haque, M.S. (2000). "Environmental Discourse and Sustainable Development: Linkages and 
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Four Year Undergraduate Programme 
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 6th Semester 
Course Name: POL060204: Feminism: Theory and Practice (Compulsory) 
Existing Base Syllabus: Course Level: 600 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Dr. Barasa Deka, Gauhati University, barasa@gauhati.ac.in
Dr. Joanna Mahjebeen, Gauhati University, jmahjebeen@gauhati.ac.in
Dr. Ankita Baruah, Darrang College, Tezpur, ankitabaruah65@gmail.com
Course Objectives:
 This course is designed to introduce students to the structural and institutional basis of 
patriarchy as well as the basic concepts in gender studies. 
 It would also give them an introduction to feminist thought and its evolving theories including 
the contemporary developments. 
 It attempts to highlight the contribution of women‘s movements in different parts of the world 
and also highlights the Indian Women‘s movement from its inception to the post-colonial 
period with a special focus on gender issues in Northeast India. 
Course Outcomes:
CO1. Locate key concepts that offer an understanding of gender inequality. 
CO2. Comprehend the meaning of feminism and the theoretical developments associated with it. 
CO3. Appraise the origin and development of feminism in the West and Socialist states. 
CO4. Assess the trajectory of women‘s movement in India and the issues addressed. 
CO5. Critically analyse the importance of gender in Northeast India in certain key aspects. 
Unit-I: Understanding Patriarchy
a. Patriarchy and gender
b. Sex/gender distinction: Nature-nurture debate
c. Private-public dichotomy
Unit-II: Feminism: Concept and Theories 
a. Concept of Feminism
b. Theories of Feminism: Liberal, Socialist, Marxist, Radical 
c. New developments in feminist thought: Eco-feminism, Black feminism, Queer 
Unit-III: History of Feminism
a. Origins of Feminism in the West: France, Britain and United States of America 
b. Feminism in the Socialist Countries: China, Cuba and erstwhile USSR 
Unit-IV: The Indian Experience
a. Social Reforms Movement and women in the nationalist movement
b. Women‘s movement in the post-colonial period: issue of family and property rights, work and 
violence
c. Gender issues in Northeast India: conflict, peacemaking and politics
Reading List:
Unit-I
Bhasin, K. (1993). What is Patriarchy? Kali for Women.
Bhasin, K. (2000). Understanding Gender, Kali for Women.
Davidoff, L. (1998). ‗Regarding Some ―Old Husbands‘‖ Tales: Public and Private in Feminist 
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Eagly, A. H., & Wood, W. (2013). "The Nature-Nurture Debates: 25 Years of Challenges in 
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Naarivaadi Rajneeti: Sangharsh evam Muddey, University of Delhi: Hindi Medium Implementation 
Board, pp.1-7.
Unit-II
Hooks, B. (2010). ‗Feminism: A Movement to End Sexism‘, in C. Mc Cann and S. Kim (eds), The 
Feminist Reader: Local and Global Perspectives, New York: Routledge, pp. 51-57.
Jagger, A. (1983).Feminist Politics and Human Nature. U.K.: Harvester Press, pp. 25- 350.
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Unit-III
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Dhamala.R.R., & Bhattacharjee, B. (eds.) (2002). Human Rights and Insurgency: The North-East 
India, Delhi: Shipra Publications.
Dutta, A. (1991).Assam in the Freedom Movement, Calcutta: Darbari Prokashan.
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New Delhi: Sage Publications.
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India‘, in A. Loomba South Asian Feminisms, Durham and London: Duke University Press, pp. 333-
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Four Year Undergraduate Programme
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 6th Semester 
Course Name: POL060304: Politics in Northeast India (Optional) 
Existing Base Syllabus: Course Level: 600 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Prof. Alaka Sarmah, Gauhati University, alakasarmah63@gauhati.ac.in
Prof. Dhruba Pratim Sharma, Gauhati University, dhruba75@gauhati.ac.in
Dr. Dipjyoti Bhuyan, T.H.B. College, Jamuguri, djbhuyan100@gmail.com
Course Objectives:
 This course is designed to introduce students to the general perceptions about politics in 
Northeast India. 
 It would also give them an introduction to colonial experience in Northeast India. 
 It attempts to highlight the different ethnic movements in different parts of the Northeast 
India and contemporary politics in Northeast India. 
Course Outcomes:
CO1. Outline the key concepts that offer an understanding about political development in Northeast 
India. 
CO2. Locate the colonial experience in North East India.
CO3. Comprehend the meaning of political development in Northeast India. 
CO4. Analyse the trajectory of ethnic movement in Northeast India and the issues addressed. 
CO5. Explain different ethnic movements in different parts of the Northeast India and contemporary 
politics in Northeast India. 
Unit-I: Colonial Policy- Annexation and Administration
a. Geo-Strategic Location and Socio-Cultural Diversity.
b. Expansion and Consolidation of Colonial Rule.
c. Excluded and Partially Excluded areas: Inner Line.
d. Anti-Colonial revolts (Phulaguri Dhewa and Patharughat) and Freedom Struggle.
Unit-II: Post-Colonial developments
a. Immigration and Problem of Refugees. 
b. Question of Identity: Naga Nationalism.
c. Sixth Schedule.
d. Re-organisation of Northeast India.
Unit-III: Political developments in Assam 
a. Language Politics.
b. Assam Movement.
c. Bodo Movement. 
d. Rise of insurgency: ULFA and NDFB.
Unit-IV: Changing nature of state politics in Assam
a. Emergence of Regional Parties: AGP.
b. Formation of Autonomous Councils: Rabha and Mising.
c. Citizenship: NRC and CAA.
Reading Lists: 
Barpujari, H.K. (1980). Assam in the Days of Company 1826-1858, Spectrum Publications, Sole 
Distributors: United Publishers, Gauhati, Assam.
Baruah, S. (2007). Durable Disorder: Understanding the Politics of Northeast India, Delhi: Oxford 
University Press.
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Das, S.K. (1994). ULFA: United Liberation Front of Assam: A Political Analysis, Ajanta 
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Dutt, K.N. (1958). Landmarks in the Freedom Struggle of Assam, Guwahati.
Dutta, N. (2012). Questions of Identity in Assam: Location, Migration, Hybridity, New Delhi, Sage 
Publications.
Gait, E. (2008). A History of Assam, Lawyers Book Stall, Guwahati.
Goswami, S. (1990). Language Politics in Assam, Ajanta Publishing House.
Guha, A. (1977). Planter Raj to Swaraj- Freedom Struggle and Electoral Politics in Assam 1826-
1947, People‘s Publishing House Private Limited, New Delhi.
Haokip, T. (2015). India's Look East Policy and the North East, New Delhi, Sage Publications.
Hazarika, J., and Sharma, D.P. (2021). Administrative History of Undivided Assam (1826-1947), 
Assam Regional Branch, Indian Institute of Public Administration, and Anwesha Publications, 
Guwahati.
Hussain, M. (1993). The Assam Movement: Class, Ideology and Identity, Manak Publishing House 
with Har Anand Publications, Delhi.
Mahanta, Nani G. (2013). Confronting the State: ULFA's Quest for Sovereignty, SAGE Studies on 
India's North East, New Delhi: SAGE Publications India Pvt. Ltd.
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Guwahati.
Ray, B. Datta and Agarwal, S.P. (1996). Reorganisation of North-East India since 1947, Concept 
Publishing Company.
Saikia, J. (2007). Frontiers in Flames: North-East India in Turmoil, Viking, New Delhi.
Sanajaoba, N. (2005). Manipur Past and Present, Mittal Publications, New Delhi.
Sarmah, A. (1999). Impact of Immigration on Assam Politics, Ajanta Publishing House, New Delhi.
Sarmah, A. (2013). (ed). Democracy and Diversity in North East India, DVS Publications, Guwahati.
Sarmah, A. and Konwer, S. (2015). (ed). Frontier States: Essays on Democracy, Society and Security 
in NE India, DVS Publications, Guwahati.
Sengupta, M. (2016). Becoming Assamese: Colonialism and New Subjectivities in Northeast India, 
London: Routledge.
Four Year Undergraduate Programme 
Subject: Political Science 
Semester: 6th Semester 
Course Name: POL060404: Conflict and Peace Building (Optional) 
Existing Base Syllabus: Course Level: 600 
Theory (End Term Examination): 60 Marks 
Internal/Sessional Examination: 40 Marks
Practical Credit: 0 
No. of Required Classes: 60 
No. of Contact Classes: 60 
No. of Non-Contact Classes: 0 
Particulars of Course Designer: 
Prof. Akhil Ranjan Dutta, Gauhati University, akhilranjan@gauhati.ac.in
Prof. Jayanta Krishna Sarmah, Gauhati University, jayanta1947@gauhati.ac.in
Mr. Rahul Bania, Tezpur College, Tezpur, rahulbania81@gmail.com
Course Objectives:
 To create an understanding of a variety of conflict situations among students in a way that 
they can relate to them through their lived experiences. 
 To introduce practical conflict resolution techniques and strategies 
 To encourages the use of new information technologies and innovative ways of understanding 
these issues by teaching students‘ skills of managing and resolving conflicts and building 
peace.
 To pursue ways to reduce violent conflict and promote justice by means of negotiation and 
nonviolent action 
Course Outcomes:
CO1. Define the basic concepts about conflict and Peace Building.
CO2. Illustrate different approaches and theories to peace and conflict studies.
CO3. Analyse the nature of socio-cultural conflicts based on ethnic, religious and gender. 
CO4. Compare and evaluate theories on the causes of intergroup and international conflict and 
violence. 
CO5. Develop a critical idea of how societies develop nonviolent means of basic social change, 
recover from violence, and prevent it from reoccurring in the future. 
Unit-I: Conflict and its Concepts 
 a. Understanding Conflict 
 b. Conflict Resolution and Peace Building 
 c. Conflict Management and Conflict Transformation 
Unit-II: Dimensions of Conflict
 a. Economic/Resource Sharing Conflicts 
 b. Forms of conflicts: Ethnic, Religious and Gender 
 c. Territorial Conflict 
Unit-III: Conflict Responses: Skills and Techniques-I 
a. Negotiations: Trust Building 
 b. Mediation: Skill Building; Active Listening 
 c. Role of UNO and Civil Society in Peace Building 
Unit-IV: Conflict Responses: Skills and Techniques-II
 a. Track I, Track II & Multi Track Diplomacy 
 b. Gandhian Methods C. Media, NGOs and Peace Building
Reading Lists:
Unit I:
Varshney, A. (2002).Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life: Hindus and Muslims in India, New Haven: Yale 
University Press.
Ballentine, K. and Sherman, J. (2003). The Political Economy of Armed Conflict: Beyond Greed and 
Grievance, Boulder, Co.: Lynne Rienner Publishers.
Burton, J., et al. (1993). Conflict: Practices in Management, Settlement, and Resolution, St. Martin‘s 
Press.
Cordell, K. andWolff, S. (2009). Ethnic Conflict: Causes, Consequences, and Responses, Cambridge; 
Malden, MA: Polity.
Galtung, J. (1969). "Violence, Peace, and Peace Research," Journal of Peace Research, 6(3), pp. 167-
191.
Galtung, J. (1996). Peace by Peaceful Means: Peace and Conflict, Development and Civilization, 
SAGE.
Ho-Won Jeong. (2001). Peace and Conflict Studies: An Introduction, Ashgate.
Lederach, J.P. (1995). Preparing for Peace: Conflict Transformation Across Cultures, Syracuse 
University Press.
Ramsbotham, O., Woodhouse, T. and Miall, H. (2011). "Understanding Contemporary Conflict" in 
Contemporary Conflict Resolution (Third Edition), Cambridge: Polity Press, pp. 94‐122.
Dennis J.D. Sandole (1996). Conflict Resolution: Theory and Practices, Hugo Van der Merwe.
Wallensteen, P. (2007). Understanding Conflict Resolution, London: SAGE Publications.
Zartman, W. (1995). "Dynamics and Constraints in Negotiations In Internal Conflicts" in Elusive 
Peace: Negotiating an End to Civil Wars, Washington: The Brookings Institute, pp. 3‐29.
Mitchell, C. (2002). "Beyond Resolution: What Does Conflict Transformation Actually Transform?" 
in Peace and Conflict Studies, 9:1, May, pp.1‐23.
Ryan, S. (1990). "Conflict Management and Conflict Resolution" in Terrorism and Political 
Violence, 2:1, pp. 54‐71.
Lederach, J. (2003). The Little Book of a Conflict Transformation, London: Good Books.
Doucet, I. (1996). Thinking About Conflict, Resource Pack for Conflict Transformation: International 
Alert.
Lund, M. (2001). "A Toolbox for Responding to Conflicts and Building Peace" in Peace‐Building: A 
Field Guide, Boulder: Lynne Rienner, pp. 16‐20.
Schirch, L. (2004). The Little Book of Strategic Peacebuilding, London: Good Books.
Unit II:
Banks, M. andMitchell, C. (Eds). (1990). A Handbook on the Analytical Problem-Solving Approach, 
Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University.
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita (1980). "Theories of International Conflict: An Analysis and an Appraisal," 
in Handbook of Political Conflict: Theory and Research, Ted R Gurr ed., New York: The Free Press.
March, C., et al. (1999). A Guide to Gender Analysis Framework, London: Oxfam.
Barash, D.P. and Webel (2009). Peace and Conflict Studies, 2nd edition, Sage.
Galtung, J., et al. (2002). Searching for Peace: The Road to Transcend, Pluto Press.
Mitchell, G. (2001). Making Peace, University of California Press.
Fisher, R.&Ury, W. (1991). Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement without Giving In, New York: 
Penguin Books.
Manchanda, R. (2001). Women, War and Peace in South Asia: Beyond Victimhood to Agency, New 
Delhi: Sage Publishers.
Nussbaum, M.C. (2000). Women and Human Development: The Capabilities Approach, Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.
Peteet, J.M. (1991). Gender in Crisis: Women and the Palestinian Resistance Movement, Columbia 
University Press: New York.
Philipose, P. and Bishnoi, A.(eds.) (2013). Across the Crossfire: Women and Conflict in India, 
Women Unlimited: New Delhi.
Rubenstein, R. (2003). "Sources" in Conflict: From Analysis to Intervention, S. Cheldelin, D. 
Druckman, and L. Fast (eds.), London: Continuum, pp.55‐67.
P. Le Billon (2009). "Economic and Resource Causes of Conflicts" in The Sage Hand Book of 
Conflict Resolution, J. Bercovitch, V. Kremenyuk, and I. Zartman (eds.), London: Sage Publications, 
pp. 210‐224.
S. Ayse Kadayifci‐Orellana (2009). "Ethno‐Religious Conflicts: Exploring the Role of Religion in 
Conflict Resolution" in The Sage Hand Book of Conflict Resolution, J. Bercovitch, V. Kremenyuk, 
and I. Zartman (eds.), London: Sage Publications, pp. 264‐284.
Bearing Witness (2002). "A Report on The Impact of Conflict on Women in Nagaland and Assam," 
Centre for North East and Policy Research and Heinrich Boll Foundation, New Delhi.
Unit III:
Sitkowski, A. (2006). UN Peace Keeping: Myth and Reality, USA: Greenwood Publishing Group.
Sitkowski, A. and Thakur, R.(eds.) (2002). United Nations Peacekeeping Operations: Ad Hoc 
Missions Permanent Engagement, UN Publications.
Charles Henry, A. (1962). "The Secretary-General of the United Nations" in International and 
Comparative Law Quarterly.
House, D.W. (1973). International Peace Keeping at the Crossroads, USA: John Hopkins University.
Fisher, R.& Ury, W. (1991). Getting to Yes: Negotiating Agreement without Giving In, New York: 
Penguin Books.
Saunders, H. (1999). A Public Peace Process: Sustained Dialogue to Transform Racial and Ethnic 
Conflicts, Palgrave Macmillan: New York, pp. 1‐30.
Behera, N. "Forging New Solidarities: Non‐official Dialogues" in Searching for Peace in Central and 
South Asia, M. Mekenkamp, P. Tongeren and H. van De Veen (eds.), London: Lynne Rienner 
Publishers, pp. 210‐236.
Bercovitch, J., Kremenyuk, V. and Zartman, I. (eds.) (2009). The Sage Hand Book of Conflict 
Resolution, London: Sage Publications.
Wagner, R. andWinter, D. (eds.) (2010). Debriefing Mediators to Learn Their Experiences, 
Washington D.C: United States Institute of Peace.
Mason, S. and Siegfried, M. (2010). Managing A Mediation Process, Washington D.C: United States 
Institute of Peace.
Zartman, I. and A. De Soto. (2010). Timing Mediation Initiatives, Washington D.C: United States 
Institute of Peace.
Smith, A. andSmock, D. (2010). Conducting Track II, Washington D.C: United States Institute of 
Peace.
Davies, J. andKaufman, E. (eds.) (2003). Second Track/Citizens' Diplomacy: Concepts and 
Techniques for Conflict Transformation, Rowman & Littlefield: Maryland.
Bercovitch, J., Kremenyuk, V. andZartman, I. (eds.) (2009). The Sage Hand Book of Conflict 
Resolution, London: Sage Publications.
Steger, M. (2001). "Peace building and Non‐Violence: Gandhi‘s Perspective on Power" in Peace, 
Conflict, and Violence: Peace Psychology for the 21st Century, D. Christie, R. Wagner, and D. 
Winter (eds.), Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice‐Hall.
Unit IV:
Banks, M. andMitchell, C. (Eds), 1990. A Handbook on the Analytical Problem-Solving Approach, 
Institute for Conflict Analysis and Resolution, George Mason University.
Barash, D.P. (2000). Approaches to Peace: A Reader in Peace Studies, Oxford University Press: New 
York.
Bilgrami, A. (2003). "Gandhi, The Philosopher" in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol 38, No 39, 
Spl Issue, pp. 4159-4165.
Bruce Bueno de Mesquita. (1980). "Theories of International Conflict: An Analysis and an Appraisal" 
in Handbook of Political Conflict: Theory and Research, Ted R Gurr ed., New York: The Free Press.
Derriennic, J-Pierre. (1972). "Theory and Ideologies of Violence" in Journal of Peace Research, 9, 
pp. 361-374.
Gandhi, M.K. (1947). India of My Dreams, Navjivan Publishers: Ahmedabad.
Gulrez, M. (2004). Conflict Transformation in West Asia, New Delhi, Uppal Publishing House.
Burgess, H. and Burgess, G. (2010). Conducting Track II, Washington D.C: United States Institute of 
Peace.
Jana, J. (2002). "Gandhi and Ram Rajya" in Economic and Political Weekly, Vol 37, No 18.
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