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Course Objectives:
 The paper aims at introducing students to the nature, emergence and functioning of the 
Constitution of India. 
 The paper seeks to impart learning on the significance of the idea of citizenship and rights 
and how has constitution incorporated them and what does it reflect on the nature of Indian 
constitution. 
 The paper intends to make students understand the normative basis of key public institutions 
in India and the nature of their functioning.
 The paper aims to explore the distinctiveness of Indian federalism and how does the 
emergence of new institutions like NITI Aayog reflect on the changing character of 
federalism in India. 
Course Outcomes:
CO1. Develop an understanding of the legacy of national movement and the principles that 
shaped the formation and functioning of the Constituent Assembly of India.
CO2. Assessthe role of ideas and norms in shaping democracy in India.
CO3. Examine institutional design, challenges and resilience that mark key public institutions in 
India. 
CO4. Analyse the basic idea on the constitutional provisions related to the legislative procedures 
in Indian Parliament. 
CO5. Construct an idea on the importance of states in Indianpolitics and how the changing 
character of federalism in India makes states the key player. 
Unit-I Indian Constitution: Emergence and Distinctiveness
a. Constituent Assembly: Historical Backdrop and Formation 
b. Basic Features of Indian Constitution
c. Amendment of Constitution: Nature and Procedure
Unit-II Citizenship and Rights
a. Citizenship: Meaning and Provisions in the Constitution
b. Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties
c. Directive Principles of State Policy
Unit –III Institutions
a. The Executive: President, Prime Minister and the Council of Ministers, Bureaucracy in 
India
b. The Parliament: Composition, Legislative Procedure in Parliament, Question of Decline
c. The Judiciary: The Supreme Court, Appointment of Judges, Independence, Judicial 
Activism
Unit-IV Federalism and Local Government
a. Nature of Federal System: Constitutional Provisions, Distinctive features, NITI Ayog and 
ChangingCharacter
b. Integration of Princely States in India, Union and Its Territory
c. Panchayati Raj Institutions in India: Emergence, Composition, Powers and Functions, 
Actual Working
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